Page 1 of 4 A letter to believers on the Christian Gift of Prophecy by Matthew Cohn 30 May 2020 


Insights into prophesy 

The attitude and process of Christian Prophecy. 

A letter to Christian believers written by Matthew Cohn. 

This is a brief letter to believers to encourage them to seek the Lord for the gift of prophecy and to be 
open for the Holy Spirit to prophecy thorough them. Its purpose is to encourage believers to seek God 
for the gift of prophecy and to grow in their faith through receiving the gift and grow in their knowledge 
of the Lord by doing so. With so much opposition these days to the gifts of the Holy Spirit in Pentecostal 
churches which have forsaken the spirit from which they arose and the autocratic nature of church 
leaders whose limitations also become the limitations of their churches. It is not the belief of the author 
of this letter that it is only those with letters after their name and qualifications in theology should be the 
only ones to minister in a church. It is a challenge to lead a church and also to do it in openness and 
cooperation with the Holy Spirit. Often the latter challenge is neglected. 

If we are to prophecy, we need to start out with a desire to be open to be used by Jesus and desiring 
for him to speak to his church in the “meeting together” through us. Our taking an attitude of true humility 
in the face of this task is truly appropriate. We need to have the right attitudes and understandings to 
allow it to happen in a way that honors God and the church and allows the Holy Spirit to move and 
minister through the body of Christ as he wills. We also need a positive and helpful context where the 
leader of the church supports people in contributing through the spiritual gifts where they do so in a 
respectful and appropriate way. Also, don’t try to prophecy until you have asked Jesus to come into 
your life and to cause you to be born again. Also, wait until you have received the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit and the gift of speaking in other tongues as the Holy Spirit gives you his words. These are the 
preconditions. 

Unfortunately, many church leaders are unwilling to shepherd people in prophesying or operating 
appropriately in the spiritual gifts in their communities. I encourage people to avoid these communities 
in favor of ones where prophesying is allowed and encouraged in an appropriate manner and an 
appropriate context is made for it in the gathering together. Where these communities don’t exist it 
should be the heart of believers to create them. Where prophecy is not honored and respected the Holy 
Spirit and the Lord Jesus are grieved. You cannot honor Jesus and grieve his Holy Spirit. Let him who 
has an ear to hear, hear what the Holy Spirit says to the churches. 

A suitable prayer might be: 

Lord Jesus I want to be available to you if you want to use me to bring your living vibrant message to 
your church this morning. Lord I want to be open to receive that message from you. I would rather have 
you shut my mouth than speak something that is not what you want to have said. 

Next, you need to then seek the Lord with your mind and seek the beginnings of a word: just a thought 
or single theme. If you don’t get anything, then, no stress, you don’t need to give anything. You should 
also seek to be aware of what the Holy Spirit is doing. If he wants to speak through someone else, be 
courteous and wait. This is the attitude that allows what Paul desired, that all should prophecy in turn 
and all be blessed. Seek the Holy Spirit to show you if and when it is appropriate to share what he gives 
you. 

Do you feel an excitement and urge to give what you have received, well if the circumstances permit, 
be bold and give it in a polite and considerate manner. Next, step out in trust offering to God prayerfully 
to use your tongue and voice to bring forth a message from his Holy Spirit through you. Luke 11:13 is 
a good scripture on which to base your trust that if you ask for the Holy Spirit and you are being honest 
and open to God and you are not in a state of un-repentance that it will actually be the Holy Spirit who 
guides you in the words to say. God will tend to use your knowledge of scripture in this regard so to 
allow God to do this through you, you need to get to know your Bible. Also only give what you get, keep 
it brief and to the point, particularly when you are starting out in the gift. 
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Seek God in prayer and be open to receive whatever he wants to say through you. Your concern should 
be that you want his word to be brought forth. Then seek to be open to receive what he will show or 
give you. A thought that comes to mind that you can then recognize as that it might be from him. It could 
be based around a particular scripture or idea. Usually, the Holy Spirit will draw threads of meaning 
from scripture. He may bring a scripture to life, giving you the ability to vibrantly make it alive and 
meaningful to the believers who are listening. When starting out you should start cautiously not 
launching out into anything novel or strange in terms of content. Again, a relationship between what 
you are saying and scripture and that it is edifying or encouraging is a good indicator that what you are 
saying is online and that Jesus will be there with you, blessing you and speaking through you to others. 

As you exercise your faith, the Holy Spirit will honor it, if you are walking in right relationship with him. 
That doesn’t mean you need to be perfect, rather, just earnest and sincere in your desire to serve him 
and shirking away from poor human desires, like the need for affirmation or recognition. You should be 
moving forward, keen to grow in what he has for you in true humility and with all earnestness. You 
should recognize that you do need to grow in your use of the Gift, and that is what is meant by 
prophesying according to your faith. 

Your desire should be to have the message that Jesus would want to share and speak to his church 
made known. Then, trusting boldly that God has heard your prayer and as soon as you begin to say 
what you have received. If you are just starting out and want to be more cautious, It is wise to initially 
prefix a word you give with something like "I feel the Lord is saying to us today ....” or “God would say 
to us that....” 

One of the indicators that God is standing with you in giving a word is that a strong sense of his presence 
will be released and come upon you. As you get to recognize the presence of his Holy Spirit standing 
with you in giving the word, your faith can grow and you can move towards giving a prophecy with words 
such as “the Lord would say to you... “or using first person language “I am the Lord” speaking as from 
him. One of the evidences of the Lord backing your prophecy will be the release of the presence of the 
Lord or the anointing in a situation. A word given with confidence, boldness and authority as he stands 
beside you. You should also subject your word in humility to correction or testing. You should for yourself 
know and be able to point to why you believe what you have said to be from the Lord. You should be 
able to judge the content and also the results. 

Next we have the issue of how to begin in the gift and grow in your faith. Paul says in Romans 12:6 that 
we should prophesy according to our faith, le our ability to boldly trust in God that he will speak through 
us as we begin to speak out his word. The Holy Spirit may bring us his message as a picture or as a 
couple of words in your mind or a single idea, usually strongly tied to Biblical scripture. Begin to speak 
that out with boldness and zeal and expect the anointing to come as you seek God before giving the 
word. Your sense of the presence of the Lord with you may come in increasing measure as you start 
out and begin to speak the word. It takes a boldness to cast away any ideas about what others might 
think of us or that we might make fools of ourselves or say something that isn't correct. 

It takes a heart that is open and willing to receive correction but also a heart that recognises the value 
of the prophetic word in bringing down a special kind of anointing and sense of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit as well as putting the body of members of the church into the living presence of our risen Jesus 
through the Holy Spirit. It also puts us into contact with Jesus immediate spoken words to us in our life. 
You should also understand and ensure what you give is consistent with the sound doctrine of the faith 
(Galatians 1:8). 

A flow of ideas comes forth as an outflow of beginning to speak out with a boldness of trust that God 
will meet you if you have confessed your sins and laid them all out before God and asked him to deal 
with them. Speak out the ideas with much boldness and zeal. This will come automatically too as it is 
one of the ways the presence of the Holy Spirit is shown. Through the prophetic word the Holy Spirit 
will often bring in scriptures to remind his people of the words of God written in the Bible. He will draw 
their thinking into the written word and seek to get them to consider it or he will explain or divulge truth 
and make it plain where they may have been ignorant or not aware of it. Ideas that are alien to or which 
contradict the faith are signs that things may not be as they should. 
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Your prophesying should be filtered through your understanding of doctrine. Because it works through 
our heart and understanding, prophesy can be limited by the understandings of the person prophesying. 
It is subject to our understanding. The spirit of the prophet is subject to the prophet. 

What Paul is saying here is that the Holy Spirit doesn't possess our personality so that we don't have 
control of what is said. We must discern the words that we receive before we speak them. If they don't 
come through as specifically doctrinally correct doesn't this mean that they are not from God? No, is 
the answer to this. Our mind does the translating into intelligible speech and sometimes that translation 
process might not be totally accurate, especially if we are still learning to operate in the gift. We need 
others to be patient with us and we need to be open to receive appropriate correction. 

Our prophesy isn't perfect and that is why it must be subject to judgement and correction. As we get 
practiced and as purity of lifestyle and knowledge of the written word increases, so the person who 
prophesies grows in their ability to discern what is to be said ie to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit 
and to speak that more accurately. Orthodoxy as a word has a stayed and stagnant idea attached to it, 
but the prophetic word should breath the zeal and fire and life of the Holy Spirit back into the correct 
beliefs and sound and right ideas that are correct to the faith. The state of prophesy is not one of 
possession because the clear teaching of scripture is that the person who prophesies can choose to 
speak or to refrain from speaking. 

So as to an example of what a prophecy is. A prophecy is a word from the Holy Spirit for the up building 
of believers in the faith. There are a number of kinds of prophecy from encouraging messages to 
predictions of the future. An example of an encouraging or reassuring word might be: 

You get the sense that God wants to remind people that he is watching over their lives and you start 
out... 

My children, know my word this morning that i am with you, watching over you in your lives and guiding 
you with my hand upon you. Keep my word close to your heart and seek to know me more in your life. 
I am the good shepherd that watches over my sheep. I am there with you as you look to me. Open your 
ears and hear what I have to say to you. Walk with me and talk to me in your day, because I desire to 
have you know my ways. I will show you the ways I want you to grow and I promise to lead you in my 
paths with my eyes upon you. 

Or if you were a little more cautious about it... 

I believe the Lord would say to you that he is with you and watching over you in your life. Guiding you 
with his hand upon you. He would remind you to keep his word close to your heart and to seek to know 
him more in your life... 

The Lord gave me this example as I was writing as I believe he is guiding me to write this. What is the 
difference between your making this up ie just being creative and the Lord speaking through you. There 
is 2 things to point to here. The intent you have to bring his word forth and your trust and faith in him, 
also your sense of his presence affirming that intent. You can end the prophecy with a prayer of thanks, 
a simple “thank you Jesus”. God will honor you as you take the baby steps in the faith to give a word 
like this in an appropriate way. It may be a little nerve wracking at first to step out and do this, but the 
Holy Spirit will lead you with his eye upon you. He will honour your intent and right motivation. 

The person who prophesies needs to also be sensitive to and discerning about the right occasion to 
give a word. They also need to be sensitive to the anointing as well as the content and quality of the 
message. If someone prophesies and is ignorant of these and keeps on speaking even though what 
the Holy Spirit wanted them to say has been said, then that person is not being discerning with regard 
to the anointing or quality of what they are saying. Keep it simple and straightforward is a key to 
prophesy. Say what you feel you have received briefly and appropriately. 

It should not be a problem for people to believe that a given word is just as inspired by the Holy Spirit 
as the words on the page of their Bible. Well what about authority? well in that it is in agreement with 
the written scriptures and sound doctrine, yes indeed, it will be in as much authority as the written word. 
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Well what then makes the Biblical scriptures different? It is that they are the canon or rule and test and 
measure of the living experience. Well what about the possibility of other writings inspired by the Holy 
Spirit? I do not deny that someone could write a book as inspired by the Holy Spirit as the pages of the 
Bible, but what then would be the test? The test would be in that it shined out in clear light and full 
agreement with the scriptures. That it shares the quality of the words of our living savior. 

This is the reason why the scriptures of other faiths are disqualified not because the Bible is the only 
inspired writing that will ever be written but rather on the grounds that they show that they are not 
inspired by God because they contradict and conflict with the Bible and sound doctrine. 

What about the words at the end of the Bible that we should not add to the scriptures? The same kinds 
of words are to be found at the end of the books of Moses, but after that we have all the prophets and 
other books of the Old Testament and also the New Testament. 

The same applies to the Revelation. The warnings are to those who would change that book ie the 
Book of Revelation and add to it or take away from it. To blatantly alter the text. It is not meant to mean 
that inspiration has ceased or that someone couldn't write something inspired by the Holy Spirit today. 

Come now, let us reason together. If the Bible itself speaks of gifts and spends some pages pronouncing 
about them, why do so if they were to for some reason be closed or rendered irrelevant? I can assure 
them that the Holy Spirit affirms there is not one irrelevant page in the Bible. This is the huge fallacy of 
those who say the gifts are not for today and the Holy Spirit has finished speaking. Sorry, he has not 
and he will speak all the more to those who will oppose him. He will have yet more to say through those 
who listen to him. That is why he is called a Living God. 

But again it would be in full accord and agreement with Revelation and all the other books and 
testimonies of scripture. Never should anyone get the idea that this is an abandonment of Biblical 
scripture as absolutely central and necessary to the faith and the life of the believer. All I am saying is 
that some of the peripheral ideas that have come to be linked in to our biblical emphasis are incorrect 
and rob us of a correct understanding. 

A Christian's relationship is not just with a written book or with ideas and concepts but with one God 
and the three living persons and with a living experience of those persons. The book, yes, by all means 
is a part of that experience, but isn't all that there is and is not a replacement for that experience, for it 
is the letter on its own which cannot change a life but the Holy Spirit who brings and imparts breathing 
living life and the empowerment and presence of God. It is the Holy Spirit who changes lives. It is the 
Holy Spirit not the written word which is the core of our faith. 

I am writing a fuller exposition on the gift of prophecy and the other spiritual gifts which I will publish in 
due course. 

If you are interested in learning more about the gift of prophecy the author can be contacted through 
his email cohnmat@yahoo.com.au. 



